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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central D'itelligence Lléf{’ il
VIA: Deputy Directer vor QOzerations

SUBJECT : Jack Anderson 27 Decenbsr Article Regarding
Congressman Lestey Wolff

REFERENCE:

25X1

1. Action Reguired: Nona. Thi: nemorardum is for your
information.

2. Background:

A. The attached 27 Decembor 1§73 Nafh1nqbon Post article
by Jack Anderson discusses Congressman Lester Wolff's preposed visit
to Southesst Asia. According to Andersen, Mr. Wolff has agreed to
provide his services as a mediator during negotiotions with the
Loi Maw KKY (Shan United Army) for the release of two Soviet medical
technicians currently held by the Loi Maw.

B. Your attention is called o the "footnote" in the
third column wherein Anderson claims that “the Shans say that they
are also willing to burn a ton of opium Tos~ Wolf® to prove they 25X1
can deljver the deadly drug in tonnage 1o%n." The ton of opium 25X1
referred to in the Anderson column corresponds W

|that the Shan State Ary was arranging for

The derivery o1 o00 viss (2010 pounds) cof "goods" to the Thai-
Burma border to give to Mr. Wolff. Thke op.um was scheduled to
reach the border by late December 197%.

C. Please note that the crcuyy holding the Soviet
medical technicians (Loi Maw or Shan Lnited Army) is a separate
insurgent faction from the Shan States frixs (SSA) which is the
group in contact with Mr. Wolff. The delivery of the ton of
opium to Mr. Wolff is a separate, altlough possibly related, mat-
ter from the release of the Soviet mecical technicians. Pre-
sumably the SSA is offering to place hr. W1ff in contact with
the Loi Maw. We have no inforination {0 iwlicate that Mr. Wolff
has ever been in communication with tte Lagi Maw.
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D. During a 15 November 1973 triefing for Mr. Wolff by
CEA, Mr. Wolff expressed considerable interast in the status of the
Soviets and inquired about the feasibiliity of a visit to the tri-
border area. It now appears that at tne time of this briefing Mr.
Wolff was already weighing the merits of tte SSA proposal for him
to act as a mediator in the Soviet cas:.

E. During December 1973 Gonorel Kriangsak, Deputy Chief 25X1
! of Staff of the Royal Thai Supreme Cominatd, communicated to American
25X1 Embassy | |
: | [final negotfiitions for the Soviets' re-
: Tease on a untlateral basis. Since that time the U.S. Government has 251
; not been directly involved in the negotistions with the Loi Maw.
: Discussions with Kriangsak by both Embassy and | l
25X1 I lany sigrificant progress in their

efforts to obtain the Soviets' release.

3. Staff Position:

A. Mr. Wolff is apparently seriously planning to go to
i the Thai-Burma border area for divrect discissions with representatives
; Ul Llle dhidn Stdle Army oiid possiDly represeicdtives ol Lne Lol ldw.
g It is not known whether Mr. Wolff will doliver the demands of the Loi
i Maw to the American Embassy in Bangkok or ceal directly with the
; Soviet Embassy. The SSA seems to retain hepes of a deal with the
i U.S. Government involving the sala and d-ostruction of a large quantity
of opium, thus taking it out of the world parket. This proposal 25X1
i could plav a role in the upcoming Wolff-S&F talks

i s TE i S

25X1

Chief, East fAsia Division

i Attachment
: As stated
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4 By Jack Anderson-
[ In an internationa} intrigue
‘tworthy of James Boad, a mild,
Lespectucled congressman hag
been called on by wild Burmese
-rehels to negotiato the freedom
uf two kidnaped Russlan doc-
tors. = . . o
The Capitol il 607 is Rep
Lester Wolff (3-N.Y.), who won!
the Shan guerrilizs’ sonfidence
last Angust during a trip to,
Southeast Asia, As chairman of
4 House nareolies subeonmit-
tee, WOl brought back the
Shun offer to burn 400 tons of
UpIEneIor pla mHI0n, -
‘This wounld havd drained the
opiu from the world markel
and eut off part of tHe U.S. her-
ol supply. 8t the source. Al-
thowgh the SiateDepirhment re-
jected the offer, the Shans came
to trust Wolff ‘and have now
asked him to help out with an
aven strangerdeal, - -
Last Apdl, at the isolated
Burmese villape of CLaungyi,

tors were wovking at the Soviet
hospital when & foree of Shan
‘Irebels descended on them and
kidnaped them at gunyoeint. The
rehels, aceording to our Shan
sourcad, hnd hoped to grab the
Russian 'ambassador to Burma
wlio was supposed to ha visiting
thé hospital at the time,, ,

Thelr purpose was to hold him
as ransom for the return
[veral Shan Jeaders now.’ in
Burmagse goverament custody.
Finding no -amvassador, they
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two humanitarian Russian doee:

of se-;
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Lility.

.o
Led:

dmade off with th

ineressetha

rri

FAEN [
¢ two physi-
cians, Qur sourees say the pair
have been moved from one re-
niote camp to another while the
Russians and Americans, coop-
erating secretly, have sought to

. i

* Tho mediator selected by
Shans is Lester Wolif, ‘They feel
If Wolff helps them to work out a
fair deal on tho Russians, itwilly

Shans' werld cvedt-

He

free  them. Meanwhile,
Burmese have refug
nap demands,

*Reluctant at first to Jeave
congressional chores, Wolf! hag
not decided to do the risky, hu-
manitarian ! thing.
agreed 1o serve as an “lonest
hroker” and fly to the rupgped

the
ied the kid-
(At one point, we started ‘to
break the story but yielded to
State - Department ' pleadings
that publicity might endanger
the rescue efforts and perhaps
rosultin the doctors’ deaths.

Aldey dngn o nge, Bowovii, dee
formation reachied s from the
far north regions of Burma
that the rshels were inforesied
infreeing the doctors. '

- “The two Ruspian doctors are
{(withy Kun Siang of the SUA
(Shan United Army) who origi-
nally captured them,” said the
Jeryplie message. “I'ho Russian
embassy in Bangkok has asked
madiation): E

with - Xun
Siang? .- S kL

q

has
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takestaboethe two deotors,

Tootuwa: The Shane say they
are alvowilllag to bur: a ton of
opium for Wil to i ove they|
can deliver tie deadlr drug in
tonnage lots.fhey proriise to do

ilar deal tws or. three years
ago." g “ch :ating” rolers o a
mix of oxutr and vegeétalion
that wis pawhed. off for 1 mil-
lion o the United ¢tates in|
Thailand, When we exposed
what  happayed, the White

it "without the cheaing {hat|
went inte.Geteral) Lac L% sim-|

Thiz little exira is particu-
Tarly appreciated, because the

éou,siy vurestricted shat a oo
igressman may pocket {he entire
amount if he wishes, .

An earlier Mays ¢ireulor an-
jnounced a quarterly increasein
the telephone scrvico to thejr
‘home districts—n sl adjust--
ment that will add shout $263,-
-000 Lo the taxpayers’ hill.

A°25 per cent increase was
also pranted in the unit allow-

Monea cteial o zound L ad i
Press cotivience to iusist the
fopivm wis pure and to de-
nounce us as lHars, We hacked
up our:tory by quoting romthe

lseeret €18 ga-ount of the il ‘

lon-dotlaf swindle. Now we are
happy to vript this additional
insclicitatt gibstantiation cof
ourorizintletory, o

MBeng for Clristm s—Cone
gressinen vectived a $2 million
Christr ag present fromn 8 be-
nevoler: Eouse Administrafion
Commit ea irthe form of oy i
crezse in thcie office allow-
anees, - ' SRR

- Chalvaah ¥ayne- Hud (-
Ohio) % sttvwal the gift in g log
ter to b vt ones. With “kind
DETSOna’ re gar is,” ho ir formed

prassman eoult dip intathe sta-
‘tionery stlowsgice for » iotal of
3,250 whe inevease will eost
Tagers aore tha $438,-

ape,

Shan te

7

tory, I that is' what it

TV i A e bt e

them thit nextsession exch con-F

EACA S Sdi e Tebrbec SERe AUOR I
rhone” and telegraph serviea.
Although the ultimate cost i
hard te pin down, it 1oy run ag
highas$1 million ayéar.

nien have also becn given an in-
erease in tha amouny they can

their offlices baelk home. Thig

351,000, .

'gift from the thoughifnl Hays,
Uncxpended clerk-hire funds
up to $250 per month, under the
hew arrangments, can be spent

means the taxpayers eonld wind

for polltical mass railings,

colleaguas, {n othey werds, Havs
offered them half-nderern new
waystoskin the taxpayers,

\ )
SRV Inited Peaturo Syndicale
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stutionery allowance is §o curi- )

But that's not all. Congress- -

spend for “official” expenses in

will cost the taxpayers another -

There was still anothor spociel

upon congrassional muil. This.

up footing the bill, fudirctiy, -

As a Christias token 1o his
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